Adopting an Adult Dog


1.  WHAT YOU SEE IS WHAT YOU GET.  Do you require a sedate companion that will happily spend hours snoozing at your feet while you work at a computer - or a nonstop bundle of energy that will be a tireless hiking buddy?  When you adopt an adult dog its final size, appearance, activity level and basic temperament are evident.
2.  PRE-OWNDED IS PRE-TRAINED (HOPEFULLY). The majority of adult dogs are house-trained and some have even had formal obedience training.  Most have spent their lives in loving homes and are ready-made companions just waiting for new owners. 
3.  DAMAGE CONTROL.  All puppies go through teething stages where you can expect a shoe to be demolished, a baseboard to be nibbles or a couch cushion to be destroyed.  Older dogs have "been there, done that" and are usually far more trustworthy with your worldly possessions.
4.  LESS REQUENT VET VISITS.  Puppies require a series of initial vaccinations, fecal exams, worming and spaying or neutering.  Barring illness or injury, a healthy older dog only requires an annual vet visit.
5.  IT'S A GOOD THING TO DO!  Providing a home to an animal in need is one of the kindest things you may ever do.  A dog that has been through losing beloved owners (or one that has had a rough life) can teach you so much about the ability to heal and love again.  Adoptive owners of rescued dogs describe time and time again the incredible bonds formed with their adult canine companions.  So why are you waiting?  GIVE IT A TRY, ADOPT AN ADULT DOG!
